THE SWAS

— A RATHER FICTITIOUS THAN SCIENTIFIC STORY
ASBOUT TH= UPCOMING TAND=M—X MAINTENANCE
PHASE (AUB 6—9, 2013) —

B8Y RALPH ISAHLE

IN THE NEAR FUTURES

SOM=wHERE IN THE TDODX ON—30ARD COoOMPUTER

Wow! This doesn’t /ook
like a boring

maintenance

Good morning Darling!

Any'l'hing interesting
today?




Isn't that Yeah! That's

dangerous? why we have
to maneuver

... We are going to
abandon our usual

formation with TSXI ,
our space ship

far away from
TSX before we
swap the

formation.

. MOMENTS

Cat-bed heaters ON ...

Orbit control mode entered

.3-2-1
BURNI

N——

. THE BURN INITIATES THE SPIRAL
DEPARTURE —ROM TSX ..




5000 m separation achieved.

Inter-satellite link communication
with TSX lost.

Nobody can see us now !

360 deg — Full — Sky —
High — Power —
Radar survey completed!

U432 space debris objects
and 16 Earth-like planets
detected !




. FEW HOURS LATES ..
|f the drif+

S‘I’OP maneuver

fails

we will never

see him again.’

SNIFF.

Everything will be

okay ... Loading of the
heavy burn command

file completed !

. AN INCR=DIBLE
ALTERNATION O~ _f >7
FULL BRAKING .. [

. AND ~FULL THROTTL=
CATAPULTS TDOX IN
TH=E SWAPP=D 0/ASIT.




IN A DISTANCE O~ 10000 M ~AoM TSX THE
OR3IT SWAP MANEUVERS A= SArFc=LY =eXeCuTeD

Star-Tracker
Far-Range-CAM
Mode activated.

Target identified.

Formation re-
acquisi'l'ion sequence
initiated !

DURING THE CRUISE BACK TO TSX THE CR=W IS
SUSY LOADING N=W ATTITUD=E STeeRING TABLES,
TARANSMIT =XCLUSION ZON=S, =TC.




Now it's time
to initiate the

rendezvous

sequence .

Well . This
should be

close enough.

—INALLY ANOTH=ER WELL—DOS=ED 0/R3IT MAN=EUVER
BRINGS TDX BACK INTO THE CLOS=E FORMATION
( GA=aeN cuURvVvE ) WITH TSX

...l+ feels much
better to fly in

clock-wise

direction ...

TO B= CONTINUED.



