














User Services

DFD develops earth observation methodologies and encourages their use in
science, industry, and society in general. Therefore, in addition to research
activities it offers products and solutions via specialized services tailored to the
needs of particular user groups.

Center for Satellite Based Crisis Information (ZKI)

ZKI offers crisis reaction teams satellite mapping services for use during natural ca-
tastrophes and humanitarian emergencies. Particularly within the framework of the
“International Charter on Space and Major Disaster,” satellite data is rapidly acquired,
analyzed and processed to yield customized thematic maps and visualizations.

World Data Center for Remote Sensing of the Atmosphere (WDC-RSAT)

WDC-RSAT is one of the World Data Centers of the International Council for Science
(ICSU) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). It processes and archives
satellite data on the atmosphere from a variety of sources and makes available data
and derived products free of charge to scientists and other users via Web interfaces.

GeoVisualization Center (GeoVis)

GeoVis utilizes innovative visualization technologies to produce intuitive representa-
tions of extensive geoscientific data sets. These efforts also serve to acquaint the pub-
lic, the private sector and decision makers with the results of DFD’s research in a readily
comprehensible form, thereby facilitating knowledge transfer.

Optical Airborne Remote Sensing (OpAiRS)

The experience and infrastructure available in the IMF/DFD Applied Remote Sensing
cluster of institutes relating to airborne optical remote sensing is brought together
in OpAIRS. In this laboratory, hyperspectral sensors are calibrated and operated, and
customized data products generated on request.



DFD Structure

Cover: “Ship tracks,” or atmospheric clouds caused by ship emissions
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DLR at a glance

DLR is Germany’s national research center for aeronautics and
space. Its extensive research and development work in Aeronau-
tics, Space, Transportation and Energy is integrated into national
and international cooperative ventures. As Germany’s space
agency, DLR has been given responsibility for the forward plan-
ning and the implementation of the German space program by
the German federal government as well as for the international
representation of German interests. Furthermore, Germany’s larg-
est project-management agency is also part of DLR.

Approximately 5,700 people are employed at thirteen locations

in Germany: Koeln (headquarters), Berlin, Bonn, Braunschweig,
Bremen, Goettingen, Hamburg, Lampoldshausen, Neustrelitz,
Oberpfaffenhofen, Stuttgart, Trauen and Weilheim. DLR also oper-
ates offices in Brussels, Paris, and Washington D.C.

DLR’s mission comprises the exploration of the Earth and the Solar
System, research for protecting the environment, for environ-
mentally-compatible technologies, and for promoting mobility,
communication, and security. DLR’s research portfolio ranges

from basic research to innovative applications and products of
tomorrow. In that way DLR contributes the scientific and technical
know-how that it has gained to enhancing Germany’s industrial
and technological reputation. DLR operates large-scale research
facilities for DLR's own projects and as a service provider for its
clients and partners. It also promotes the next generation of scien-
tists, provides competent advisory services to government, and is a
driving force in the local regions of its field centers.
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