
 

 

New Year´s receptions 

Once a year, the Brussels office of the German Aerospace Center (DLR) organizes a re-

ception in collaboration with one of the representations of those German “Bundeslän-

der” (federal states) hosting DLR sites. On these events European policy issues are being 

discussed which are closely related to the portfolio of DLR’s research and agency activi-

ties and the interests of the co-inviting federal state. 

New Year´s reception 2017 

DLR’s contribution to the definition and implementation of European research and innovation strategies in 

aviation was the central topic of the New Year’s reception on February 8th 2017 in the representation of 

the State of North Rhine-Westphalia in Brussels. The deputy director of the representation of North Rhine-

Westphalia to the EU Mr. Jörg Singelnstein and Prof. Pascale Ehrenfreund, Chair of the DLR Executive 

Board, welcomed more than 180 guests from the European institutions, industry and research. In her 

welcome speech Prof. Ehrenfreund pointed to the intended expansion of DLR’s aviation research infra-

structures with three new institutes in Augsburg, Dresden and Hamburg. After the talk of Joshua Salsby, 

cabinet member of the commissioner for transport Violeta Bulc, had to be cancelled for health reasons at 

short notice, Prof. Rolf Henke, DLR Executive Board Member for Aeronautics and ACARE Chairman, em-

phasized DLR’s essential role within the European Aviation Research Sector. He also presented ACARE’s 

Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA), which was updated in order to take up recent devel-

opments and demands like cybersecurity, electric flying and 3D-printing and to contribute to European 

priorities like the Energy Union and the EU Strategic Transport Research and Innovation Agenda (STRIA). 

The following walking dinner provided an excellent opportunity for networking and discussions. 

 

New Year´s reception 2016 

On February 16, 2016 DLR welcomed 200 guests in the representation of the state Baden-Württemberg. 

The guests included high-level representatives of the European institutions, industry and research. The 

central topic of the evening was “40 years of DLR energy research”. 

Following the welcome speech of Johannes Jung, Head of the representation of Baden-Württemberg in 

Brussels, the Chair of the DLR Executive Board, Prof. Pascale Ehrenfreund emphasized, that the energy 

research of DLR, which can look on 40 successful years, is also providing substantial support to the EU’s 

energy policy. Thereafter, the keynote speaker of the evening, Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President of the Euro-

pean Commission, underlined in his speech, that one of the key priorities of the new Commission was the 

further development of the EU’s energy policy aiming at the achievement of a European Energy Union. He 

underlined in this context in particular the necessity of developing the needed key technologies for a suc-

cessful implementation of this policy. 

The program was completed by the lecture of Prof. Robert Pitz-Paal, Co-Director of the DLR Institute of 

Solar Research, who gave an overview lecture on the “Solarthermal electricity in the Energy Union”. 



 

 

The walking dinner afterwards, offered a nice atmosphere for all DLR associates and their guests to ex-

change their opinions about these topics and the DLR. 

 

New Year´s reception 2015 

On January 27, 2015 the Chairman of the DLR Executive Board Prof. Johann-Dietrich Wörner and the 

State Secretary Sebastian Schröder invited for the already 10th DLR New Year´s reception into the repre-

sentation of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in Brussels. 

The central topic of the evening was “Maritime Safety and Security” which was also chosen in response 

to “European Union Maritime Security Strategy” adopted by the EU Council in June 2014 followed by a 

related Action Plan adopted by the Council in December. 

Following the welcome addresses of Mr. Schröder and the Head of the DLR Brussels office Dr. Uwe Möl-

ler, Werner Kuhn, Member of the European Parliament, elaborated the views of the EU Parliament regard-

ing the future implementation of the “European Union Maritime Security Strategy” and of its associated 

Action Plan. 

Thereafter, Prof. Wörner presented DLR and its capabilities related to Maritime Security, in particular those 

in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and informed about the recent establishment of the Maritime Safety and 

Security Lab in Neustrelitz and DLR’s participation in the Research Port Rostock. 

He outlined that these DLR activities in Neustrelitz and Rostock are focusing on the pooling of DLR’s ex-

pertise in the areas of satellite-supported real-time systems and maritime traffic engineering, with the 

corresponding application-related work providing valuable contributions to safe shipping, protection of 

oceans and coastal waters as well as assistance to public authorities to combat illegal activities (such as 

hazardous substance dumping, illegal fishing, and piracy). 

The following buffet dinner offered all guests the opportunity to discuss the realization of the Action Plan 

for Maritime Security and DLR’s possible contributions to it. 

 

New Year´s reception 2014: „Horizon 2020“ 

The New Year’s reception on February 4th 2014 took place in the Representation of the Free State of Ba-

varia to the European Union. The representation is located in the former research facility of the Pasteur 

Institute built in 1903, the so called “Pasteurschlößl” and provided a magnificent framework for the up to 

then biggest New Year’s reception of the DLR in Brussels with more than 200 guests. 

In view of the December 2013 launch of the new framework program “Horizon 2020” the central topic 

of the event was „Research for Innovation – Ready for New Horizons“. 

The Chairman of DLR’s Executive Board, Prof. Wörner, used the opportunity to present the key elements 

of the whole innovation chain and to elaborate on the innovation process and DLR’s main areas of contri-

bution to it, the latter also by providing innovation examples from DLR’s research areas aeronautics, 

space, energy and transport. 



 

 

Due to its broad scope, the topic generated a large interest throughout the Brussels’ community so that 

numerous representatives of the European Commission and European Parliament as well as many repre-

sentatives of industry, research, EASA, NASA, and ESA were present.  

During the buffet dinner potential involvements in Horizon 2020 were discussed and prospective coopera-

tions identified. 

 

Further events 
Copernicus Event 

After the European Commission presented its proposal for a regulation establishing the Copernicus pro-

gram in May 2013, Prof Wörner and the Minister for Innovation, Science and Research of the State of 

North Rhine-Westphalia Schulze invited for a panel discussion taking place in the representation of the 

State of North Rhine-Westphalia to the EU in Brussels. 

The event was envisaged to identify potential challenges and bring together all different stakeholders at 

an early stage in order to support the upcoming negotiations on the regulation between Commission, 

Parliament and Council. Participants of the panel discussion chaired by Ulrich Bobinger were Jean-Jaques-

Dordain (ESA), Johann-Dietrich Wörner (DLR), Reinhard Schulte-Braucks (European Commission), Maria Da 

Graça Carvalho und Vittorio Prodi (both European Parliament), Vark Helfritz (Airbus DS), Geoff Sawyer 

(European Association of Remote Sensing Companies). 

Of particular interest to the panel and the audience was the topic of the Copernicus data policy with its 

wide-ranging implications for industrial policy and international cooperation. 


