
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Cape Town, South Africa, as seen by TanDEM-X  



 
 

All people living in the world today are descended from Africans who left the 
continent at least 100,000 years ago. Those who stayed behind continued to innovate 

and develop their knowledge and ideas. The TanDEM-X image above shows the 
topography of Cape Town and its surroundings. Table Mountain, a well-known 

landmark of the city, is seen just south of the harbor area. The Cape Town region is 
characterized by an extensive coastline, rugged mountain ranges, coastal plains, inland 

valleys and semi-desert fringes. 
 

TanDEM-X was launched in 2010 and has been operating together with its twin 
TerraSAR-X as a bistatic SAR interferometer since the beginning of 2011. The global 

digital elevation model of TanDEM-X became available in 2016 and surpassed all 
expectations. It has 99.9% coverage, 12-m posting, absolute height accuracy of 

approximately 1 m. This unique data set has been available since then for 
commercial and scientific applications This year, the low-resolution version of the 

TanDEM-X digital elevation model with 90-m posting has been released for free 
download for scientific applications. 

 
Look out for further news on TanDEM-X at www.dlr.de/HR 

 
*** 

The Microwaves and Radar Institute sends many Season´s Greetings and wishes 
you a Happy New Year 2019! 


