
 
 

  Andrea Boese speech on Outstanding Achievement Award winner and Honorary 

Member of WIA-Europe Gerda Horneck 

It is my pleasure to say a few words about a very special person, a mother of two and a scientist. We 

both worked at the Institute of Aerospace Medicine, DLR, because our background is space (life/like?) 

life sciences and I know her for some years now. 

Dr. Gerda Horneck is the former Deputy Director of the Institute of Aerospace Medicine of the 

German Aerospace Centre DLR and former Head of its Radiation Biology Section. She has been 

retired since 2004. She has been involved in radiobiological and astrobiological space experiments 

since the Apollo era. She is currently team leader of two astrobiological experiments of the EXPOSE 

missions aboard the International Space Station. For her research she was awarded with honours by 

ESA, NASA, DLR, the International Society of Astrobiology ISSOL and the International Academy of 

Astronautics IAA. She has been advisor to national and international organisations on space-related 

issues. Currently she is a member of ESA Planetary Protection Working Group, Vice-Chair of the 

Space Advisory Group of the European Commission, and President of the European Astrobiology 

Network Association EANA. She is the author of more than 100 scientific publications and a number 

of books on astrobiology and space biology. In 2010 a new bacterial strain was named after her: 

“Bacillus Horneckiae”. 

She is still very active in supporting and mentoring students, PhD students and young scientists. And 

if that is what retirement looks like, I am looking forward to it.  

The first Women in Aerospace Europe Achievement Award is presented to Dr. Gerda Horneck for: 

- Her outstanding contributions to the aerospace sector during a career spanning over several 

decades; 

- Her pioneering scientific work in Astrobiology; 

- Her service as a role model and mentor – showing dedication to the advancement of women 

in aerospace.  

St. Francis de Sales said in medieval times: “Nothing is so strong as gentleness; nothing so gentle as 

real strength.” 

Dear Gerda, congratulations!  


