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CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
 

1. Purpose of this call 
The purpose of this call is to identify organizations who are interested in participating to the 
ISI Technology Platform, and in actively developing and supporting its Strategic Vision and 
Strategic Research Agenda.  
 
2. What is ISI? 
ISI is an industry-led forum designed to bring together for the first time all research and 
technology aspects related to satellite communications, including mobile, broadband, and 
broadcasting applications, as well as their future convergence. The purpose is to foster and 
develop the entire industrial sector, maximise the value of European research and technology 
development, and contribute positively to EU policies. 
 
ISI is intended to be part of the group of Technology Platforms which are now being defined 
in view of the preparation for the EC Framework Programme 7 (FP7). Technology Platforms 
are a means of defining R&D priorities in areas of strategic importance for Europe. They 
focus on areas of significant economic impact and high societal relevance where there is high 
public interest and scope for genuine value added through a European-level response. Key 
activities of a Technology Platform are to bring together all relevant stakeholders, including 
the final users; identify a common Strategic Vision; develop, and then implement a 
Strategic Research Agenda, in possible synergy with the FP7 workprogramme. More on 
Technology Platforms can be found at: http://www.cordis.lu/technology-platforms/home.html
 
We believe it is vital for the satellite communications industry to have a well-defined identity in 
FP7, as well as efficient interfaces with other relevant Technology Platforms which are being 
established. An initial meeting was held on 19th July 2005 amongst a group of interested 
parties with the aim of establishing the degree of interest in and commitment to the 
establishment of the ISI Technology Platform. The meeting found unanimous consensus on 
the fact that steps should be taken to establish the ISI Technology Platform by the end of 
2005 (a copy of the meeting report is available on request). One such step is the launch of 
this Call for Expressions of Interest.  
 
3. Short-term Timetable for the Establishment of ISI 
The window of opportunity for launching ISI is extremely short, due to the fact that FP7 will 
be discussed in the fall of 2005 within EC and the Member States. Therefore, the timetable of 
key events is very tight: 

• 19 July: ISI starting meeting in Brussels 
• 20 July: Start work on Strategic Vision document 
• End July: Open a call for Expressions of Interest in ISI (closing at the beginning of 

September) 
• Beginning September: Start work on Strategic Research Agenda 
• 23 September: ASMS/MoSSA Standardization meeting, Brussels, including a 

discussion on ISI 
• 29 September: Full day meeting of ISI, at Telespazio, in Rome (the Strategic 

Vision document and governance structure will be presented for approval) 
• October: Meet formally with European Commission and ESA 
• End October: Launch ISI 

 
 
 

http://www.cordis.lu/technology-platforms/home.html


 

Integral Satcom Initiative 

The Technology Platform For Satellite Communications 

 

 

                                                

4. Responding to this Call 
Organisations which are willing and interested to co-operate in the development and launch 
of ISI should respond to this call at their earliest convenience, but in any case not later than 
Friday 9th September 2005. The sooner the EoI is submitted, the more significant the 
involvement will be in shaping ISI. Responses should be emailed to: isi-info@deis.unibo.it
Responses should include the following elements: 
 
1. Name of organisation, web address 
2. Contact person responding on behalf of the organisation, with full contact details 
3. Type of organisation (e.g. manufacturer, operator, service provider, applications 

developer, research organisation, university, …). Please specify whether the organisation 
is an SME 

4. Brief summary of the organisation’s current research and development activities and 
projects relating to satellite communications, specifying the specific fields of application 
(mobile, broadband, broadcasting, convergence of any of these) 

5. Suggested topics or issues for inclusion in the ISI Strategic Vision1. Ideas should be 
presented in brief, bullet-point form 

6. Proposed future research topics, and development and demonstration needs relating to 
satellite communications, for inclusion in the Strategic Research Agenda2 of ISI. Again, 
ideas should be presented in brief, bullet-point form 

7. Any additional comments and suggestions 
 
5. Commitment 
The provision of a positive response to this Call will be taken as a preliminary commitment 
by the organisation that it will support the establishment of ISI and to the development of the 
ISI Strategic Vision and Research Agenda. All organisations which respond positively will be 
included in the ISI mailing list, and will receive future ISI communications.   
In a second phase, before the official launch of the platform, confirmation of commitment will 
be required, based on appropriate documentation (including the completed Strategic Vision 
document). 
 

 
1 The ISI Strategic Vision will cover the overall development of satellite communications in Europe over 
the next 20 years. The Vision document needs to show that the activity has strategic relevance for 
Europe, and to identify medium and long term strategic objectives. When completed, the Strategic 
Vision document will be endorsed by stakeholders at senior level. 
 
2 When making proposals for the Strategic Research Agenda, the medium to long term focus (i.e. 5 – 
20 years forward) of ISI should be borne in mind. 
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