
Space for cutting-edge research
Careers in science at DLR



On the ground, in the air, in space – 
are you ready for your mission?

Researching. Breaking new ground at the 
forefront of the latest developments. Work ing 
on the major scientific topics of the future. If 
this is how you imagine your personal mission, 
nowhere else will you find more opportunities 
than at DLR: in space, in the air and on the 
ground.

At DLR, scientists conduct groundbreaking 
research on innovations for the world of 
tomorrow in the fields of aeronautics, space, 
energy, transport, security and digitalisation. 
Each scientist has her or his own mission;  
everyone works together to develop  
pioneering solutions. 

We invite you to work in this unique environ-
ment on fascinating basic and applied research 
projects. Here you will find the space you  
need to put your own ideas into practice, while  
also receiving optimal support on your path  
to becoming a top researcher. A working  
environment characterized by interdisciplinary 
cooperation and mutual appreciation awaits 
you. And we offer you a platform to champion 
“your” research interests – also at an inter- 
      national level – and to further develop  
          them in exchange with colleagues 
              from all over the world.

                 Ideal conditions to pursue your 
                 mission – both professional and 
                personal, and at every stage of life.



With around 8,400 employees – including over 3,600 scientists – 
DLR is one of the largest and most important research organizations 
in Europe.

As Germany’s national centre for aeronautics, space, transport and 
energy research, DLR has a unique mission:
· To explore the Earth and the solar system
· To perform research on topics related to environmental conservation
· To develop sustainable transport and communication technologies

Moreover, as a space agency, we are also responsible for planning 
and implementing Germany’s space activities.

Sounds exciting? Well, it is! Across 40 institutes at 20 locations, 
our scientists work on a unique variety of fascinating topics, tasks 
and projects. Their studies involve finding answers to the essential 
questions of our times and are laying the foundations for how we 
will live tomorrow.

Whether atmospheric research, planetary research, solar technology, 
traffic management, aeroelasticity, environmental monitoring, space 
medicine or another exciting research field – the chances are that you 
too will be able to realize your mission at one of our institutes. But 
no matter where your career at DLR might begin – whether in basic 
research or technology development – everything we do is aimed 
at benefiting society and future generations. In addition, our work 
contributes to ensuring Germany’s international competitiveness as 
a high-tech hub. Why not join us?

Comprehensive, integrated, 
fascinating – researching for the world of tomorrow

It is never too early to launch your career at DLR

DLR offers young researchers countless prospects and challenges. 
Areas of particularly high demand include: 

We give you the opportunity to make the most out of your ideas and 
shape the future. And you do not have to wait until you have obtained 
your degree. 

As an undergraduate assistant or intern at DLR, 
you will work independently in national and international research 
teams and acquire initial practical experience.

If you are completing your bachelor,
master or diploma studies, you will collaborate on complex research 
projects, working side-by-side with prestigious scientists.

As a doctoral student, 
the DLR_Graduate_Program will help you lay the foundation for a 
successful career in science.

As a young professional, 
the door to the world of cutting-edge research is wide open at DLR. 
We run a large number of innovative HR development programmes to 
help you progress – as a scientist and an individual.



Where excellence is 
the benchmark – 
cutting-edge research at DLR

DLR occupies a leading position in the inter-
national research landscape. Our scientists 
are often the first to investigate new issues. 
Their work spearheads developments in their 
research fields and takes place in an inspiring 
working environment characterized by a striv-
ing for optimum performance. If you find 
this prospect exciting, you will find excellent 
conditions for launch ing your career in science 
at DLR.

Working in good company:
Shape the world of tomorrow 
together with top scientific 
and engineering minds. From 
the beginning, work on an 
equal footing with internationally 
well-respected scientists.

Be well connected:
Carry out interdisciplinary work 
in your team and collaborate with 

researchers from other institutes along with 
universities, research institutions and industrial 
enterprises.

Demonstrator system
for the laser-based
optical detection
of space debris 

The very best infrastructure:
High-performance computers, the biggest fleet 
of research aircraft in Europe, laboratories, wind 
tunnels, tunnel simulation facilities, test rigs for 
rocket engines – we offer you a unique array of 
technical equipment on which to validate your 
research results.

A talent factory:
Cutting-edge research needs highly qualified 
junior scientists. At DLR you will find the chal-
lenges and the space you require to develop 
your ideas and your talents. And of course, we 
will also provide specific support to help your 
professional growth. We invest heavily in the 
sustained development of young talents. As a 
PhD student, you will benefit from the unique 
DLR_Graduate_Program, for example. We teach 
you technical, scientific, methodological and 
social skills which will open up a whole range of 
professional opportunities for you – even after 
you have earned your PhD.

Launch your career as a top-level researcher 
at DLR in one of our four fascinating mission 
spheres.



Mission sphere: Space

Crossing frontiers in space for 
the benefit of Earth

Space scientist! Perhaps no other profession 
exerts as much fascination. Very few 
offer comparable opportunities to carry out 
genu i nely pioneering work and uncover 
solutions for the greatest challenges facing 

humanity. And there is no 
better place to exercise this 
profession than at DLR.

If you want to discover new 
territory in space as an 
engineer, scientist or com-
puter scientist, DLR offers 
you the opportunity to 
work on the frontiers of 
the possible – in all core

areas of space research.

Scientists at DLR explore our neighbouring 
planets in the solar system, and their work 
is continuously expanding the boundaries of 

SpaceJustin is designed 
to assist astronauts in 
future when carrying out 
dangerous assignments 
in space

space research. They observe Earth and its ecosystems from space in 
order to detect changes in land surfaces, oceans and the atmosphere 
and to develop measures to protect the environment and our climate. 
They push the boundaries of satellite-based communication and navi-
gation. They conduct medical, biological, physical and technological 
research under space conditions, for example in the International 
Space Station ISS, in sounding rockets, or with parabolic flights. And 
of course they lead the way in developing state-of-the-art technolo-
gies that make it all possible in the first place, such as technologies 
for launch vehicles, satellites and space probes along with advances 
in the field of space robotics.

DLR scientists collaborate with international partners such as ESA 
and NASA on the most exciting space missions and research projects 
of our time. From Columbus to TanDEM-X, from Galileo to Mars 
Express, ISS, Rosetta, Cassini-Huygens and many more – there is no 
end to the variety of missions and topics on which DLR scientist are 
working.

And what would you like to achieve at DLR?

Discover a world filled with options for your 
personal mission in space research.



Mission sphere: Aeronautics

Lending wings to the future

Would you like to work on developing the next generation of air-
craft? To study alternative technologies for the aircraft engines 
of today? To work on the “Networking the Sky” initiative? To
help increase capacity at airports through satellite-based precision 
approach procedures? Or maybe you are passionate about an  
en tirely different aeronautics topic?

No matter where in aeronautics your research passions lie, DLR  
is the place for you! After all, we are the only organization in  
Europe to cover the entire spectrum of aeronautics research.

DLR researchers are pioneers in many areas of aeronautics.  
Against a backdrop of large increases in air traffic volume, they are  
work ing on minimizing the impact on humans and the environment,  
re ducing emissions, conserving resources, and lowering the cost of  
air transport. To achieve these goals, they set their sights on all 
aspects of aeronautics. On the whole, this entails not only devel oping  
groundbreaking aircraft concepts, developing new technol ogies  
and optimizing existing technologies, but also innovation in flight 
guidance management and airport management.

In all these endeavours, they work closely with partners from the 
international research community, as well as with Deutsche 

Flugsicherung (German Air 
Navigation Services) and  
lead ing aerospace companies. 

This is an ideal environment for interdisciplinary team players who 
break fresh ground to further the needs of people, society and the 
economy. Does this sound like you?

If so, it will not only be our exciting projects that impress you,  
but also our research facilities – from wind tunnels to engine and  
combustion chamber test rigs to the biggest civilian fleet of  
research aircraft in Europe. 

And where else are you offered the prospect of a placement on  
one of the coveted courses for test pilots or flight test engineers at 
the National Test Pilot School in the United States?

And what would you like to achieve at DLR?

Get your own picture of the fascinating  
challenges in our aeronautics mission sphere.

3D view of a virtual aircraft  
design on the power wall



   

Mission sphere: Transport

Visions for the mobility of  
tomorrow

Imagine a world where cars communicate with traffic lights, exhaust 
fumes are a thing of the past, a GPS network steers traffic flows so 
that there are no jams, trains consume 50% less energy and travel 
significantly faster, and intelligent driver assistance systems make  
driving comfortable and absolutely safe.

Do you find this vision exciting? Then work with us to make it a  
reality. Welcome to the DLR transport research area.

In pioneering projects, our scientists develop concepts and innovative 
solutions for the mobility of tomorrow. We never lose sight of the 
overall transport system with all its interdependencies. 
And DLR know-how in aeronautics, space and energy goes into 
ground breaking transport applications in our three programmatic 
research areas:
· Improving ground-based vehicles
· Optimizing traffic flows through innovative traffic management
· Transport system, transport development and the environment

   

Double-stack model of a next-generation 
train in the cryogenic tunnel

Help us to develop the next 
generation of cars and trains – 
with lower energy consumption, 
lighter structures, optimized 
aerodynamics, improved safety, 

greater comfort and less noise. Collaborate on traffic management 
systems for road, rail and airports. Or work on solutions for policing 
big events and assisting disaster relief teams. Apply your under-
standing of complex systems to the integrated study of transport 
development and environmental impact. Or break new ground in the 
study of the transport system.



Mission sphere: Energy

Innovations for energy with no 
side effects

Clean, sustainable and affordable energy 
for people and business – in light of climate 
change and ever scarcer resources, this is 
one of the great global challenges. The 
scientists in DLR’s energy research area are 
working deligently to find solutions, from 
basic research to market-ready innovations.

If you want to turn your energy and talent to 
tackling fundamental issues, this is the right 
place for you.

We concentrate on energy 
topics where we have unique 
expertise as pioneers and where 
we can make the greatest  
contributions through synergies 
with our aerospace research. 
For example, we use know-how 
in aeronautical engineering to 
optimize wind power plants. 
Our researchers are leaders in 
the further development of 
gas turbine technology, which 

HOTREG test facilities: 
storage tank for testing 
different storage concepts, 
modes of operation and 
materials

will play a key role in the transition to a sustainable energy system. 
Cutting-edge research is also being conducted in the fields of com-
bustion engineering, alternative fuels, hydrogen generation, fuel cells 
and storage media. One of our main focuses is on solar research. 
Back in the 1970s we started construction on an experimental solar 
thermal power plant, which has turned into the world’s largest test 
centre for solar thermal power plant components. Today DLR is a 
global leader in the development of solar thermal power plants, and 
the expertise of DLR scientists is in demand across the globe – from 
Desertec to Qatar’s ambitious solar policy.

If energy is a subject you are passionate about, now is the perfect 
time to join DLR. The further expansion of our research fields and 
major investments in our research infrastructures present ideal  
development perspectives – for us and for you.



Moving science –
Society, industry, science

At DLR, all scientists share a common goal: they want to find answers 
to the pressing issues of our time – each in his or her own field – in 
order to help shape a secure, liveable and more sustainable future.
That is why the numerous projects and topics we pursue focus 
on social relevance, economic significance and practical benefits. 
Digitalisation is a particular focus, as digital technologies and artificial 
intelligence will revolutionise our world in the coming years.

Greater knowledge for digital transformation
DLR aims to contribute ideas that actively shape the digital trans- 
formation. By harnessing the innovative potential and opportunities  

of digitalisation, we can improve  
the quality of life for people 
across the globe and contribute 
towards a more efficient, sustain- 
able economy. This is why we 
exchange our knowledge and 
pool our technical competencies 
across interdisciplinary projects 
and new institutes.

Analysis of vortex 
flows using highly 
precise simulation 
tools

Our key research areas include:

Factory of the future – smart robotics 
in digitalised production

Big and Smart Data – systematic data  
analysis from heterogeneous sources 

Smart mobility – autonomous and  
connected, holistic transport systems

“No other place in Germany gives me the 

opportunity to conduct research in the 

area of flight mechanics and simulation 

as close to practice (as here).“ 

PhD student Insa Pruter, 

DLR Institute of Flight Systems

“Luckily, I have a lot of leeway and 

much decision-making freedom. My 

job is really diverse, just like me!“ 

Carina Haupt, DLR Institute of 

Simulation and Software 

Technology

“I really value the great confidence 

that DLR has placed in me as a young

scientist.“ 

Daniel Bender, DLR Institute of

System Dynamics and Control

“What makes my work special is that

I became part of a large research 

community on my first day on the job.“ 

Ksenia Bittner, DLR German 

Remote Sensing Data Center

“I am thrilled about the one-of-a-kind 

machines I get to work with here, which 

cannot be found elsewhere. In addition, as 

we are researching such innovative topics, it 

is really possible to work at DLR for the long 

term and with an eye on the future.“ 

Daniel Leidner, DLR Institute of Robotics 

and Mechatronics

Living and breathing science – 
moving forward together

What can one expect from DLR? 

Become acquainted with 
future colleagues.



Targeted support for talented
junior scientists:  
the talent factory DLR 

Do you want to research, discover, shape the 
future, and realize your visions? Pose questi-

ons and find answers? Achieve 
something meaningful? Whatever 
your personal goals, we will give 
you the support you need to find 
your way as a researcher. One of 
DLR’s most important tasks is to 
give targeted support to talented 
junior scientist. Right from the 
start.

We help you make the most  
of your potential with the  
DLR_Graduate_Program and a 

large number of other services and innovative 
HR development tools. Whether it is advancing 
in your discipline or taking responsibility  
for a team – which at DLR frequently happens 
a lot sooner than one would think – we 
purposefully prepare you for new challenges, 
for instance by providing coaching and 
mentoring.

C²A²S²E cluster: Europe’s 
fastest computer for 
aeronautics research

We want you to be successful, and we will  
support you in attaining your goals – and not 
just professionally. Although cutting-edge  
research at DLR will be a major part of your  
life, there is more to life than research. We  
understand that and support you with a wide  
range of offers, from our “family service”  
helping employees arrange child care and  
care for relatives to flexible working time  
models, which give you the flexibility you  
need to successfully see through your  
mission on all levels.

Launch your mission as one of the following:
· Student research assistant
· Intern
· Writing your bachelor’s, master’s or Diploma thesis
· PhD student
· Young professional

Get on board and take off! 

At DLR, we support your professional 
and personal development.



We count on scientists who have a mind of their own, who want  
to cut their own path, and who are ready to take on responsibility.  
And we are looking for strong team players who perform best  
when collaborating with like-minded people. All in the one person, 
of course!

Do you fit this description? If so, at DLR you 
have the opportunity to work with some 
3,600 excellent scientists across a whole 
range of disciplines, to exchange ideas and 
to move forward together. In this unique 
network of skills, you will experience inter-
disciplinary work on a new scale. At DLR  
you can develop creative approaches that 
open up new perspectives and seek inno-
vative solutions that would not be possible 
elsewhere.

In our projects you will be working together 
with colleagues from a variety of disciplines. 
But that’s not all: for every topic, every 
ques tion, there is an expert at DLR you can 
consult. A unique working environment 
awaits you, characterized by exchange, 
openness and mutual appreciation – not only 

Research in good company –  
interdisciplinary and international within DLR, but also worldwide in networks 

with partner organizations and industrial 
enterprises.

Whether through presentations at interna-
tional congresses, participation in symposia 
or publications in renowned scientific 
journals – your contribution will be acknow-
l edged around the world. We facilitate 

temporary work placements abroad in  
cooperation with partner organizations. 
Joining DLR is your ticket to the world of 
international cutting-edge research.

The Columbus 
control centre in 
Oberpfaffenhofen  
is responsible for  
the European space 
laboratory



Women are different – men too. When 
researching together, innovation is at its 
greatest. This is just one of many reasons 
why equal opportunities is a major priority at 
DLR, and has been for some time. More than 
30% of our staff today are women. Not bad 

for an organization focused on 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics – but not 
nearly good enough to us. We 
welcome ambitious women 
looking for an exciting research 
career and want to see even 
more women in management 
positions – a goal we are 
forcefully pursuing.

From the very first, talented 
junior scientists will find ideal conditions 
for their professional development. In our 
mentoring programme, experienced scien-
tists help younger colleagues to define their 
professional goals and actively plan their 

Equal opportunities, greater  
flexi bility – for individual life  
journeys and career paths

X-ray diffractometer 
for analysing battery 
materials

career. We are the first research institution in 
Germany to have developed a management 
training course especially for women. And of 
course there is also a whole range of further 
training courses specifically for women.

Family or career? No woman has to ask  
herself this question at DLR. And no man 
either, of course. We support mothers and 
fathers in every phase of family develop-
ment, providing individual advice, various 
models for returning to work after a parental 
leave, child care offers – and above all 
greater autonomy as regards working hours. 
A large variety of working time models  
provide the flexibility required to successfully 
combine working and family life.

All this gives you the flexibility you need to 
pursue your personal mission at DLR with 
commitment and enjoyment.

When would you like to start?
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8DLR at a glance

DLR is Germany’s national research centre for aeronautics and space. 
Its extensive research and development work in aeronautics, space, 
energy, transport, security and digitalisation is integrated into national 
and international cooperative ventures. As Germany’s space agency, 
DLR has been given responsibility for the forward planning and the 
implementation of the German space programme by the German 
federal government as well as for the international representation of 
German interests. Furthermore, Germany’s largest project manage-
ment agency is also part of DLR.

Approximately 8,400 people are employed at 20 locations in  
Germany: Cologne (headquarters), Augsburg, Berlin, Bonn, Braun-
schweig, Bremen, Bremerhaven, Dresden, Goettingen, Hamburg, 
Jena, Juelich, Lampoldshausen, Neustrelitz, Oberpfaffenhofen,  
Oldenburg, Stade, Stuttgart, Trauen, and Weilheim. DLR also  
operates offices in Brussels, Paris, Tokio, and Washington D.C.
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