
The DLR (Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt) strengthens its parts expertise with Tesat-
Spacecom  
 

EEE parts management is one of the important tasks within the 
responsibility of national space agencies. Together with the 
European Space Components Co-ordination the qualification of 
parts, technologies and manufacturers is promoted and 
harmonised. 
 
The main goals of the activities are: 

- To increase the availability of EEE (electronic, electric and 
electromechanical) parts suitable for space application 

- To allow qualified use of commercial parts in space projects 
- To promote the strategic independence of Europe. 

 
The associated tasks require an experienced and skilled team with 
experts for the individual parts categories. The DLR has decided to 
extend the work in this area and has charged Tesat-Spacecom with 

some of the activities. All tasks are co-ordinated with the ESCC-activities. 
 
Tesat-Spacecom has worked for many years in the space business and is well experienced in all EEE parts 
related issues. Their procurement department has been in operation without interruption for more than 30 
years. Parts have been procured for several hundred different space projects from most US and European 
manufacturers. Tesat-Spacecom’s experts have excellent knowledge of all part types, their performance and 
technologies. Further, they are experienced in parts engineering, procurement and management. Parts were 
procured for in-house need as well as within the agent business. Procurement has been carried out for 
numerous major ESA projects. Tesat has well established relationships to EEE-parts manufacturers and 
users.  
 
By involving Tesat-Spacecom, the DLR has access to the parts expertise and market know-how needed in 
this area. The DLR recognises that the availability of suitable electronic components from European 
manufacturers needs to be substantially improved. An expansion of their capability in the parts area through 
the Tesat contract is an important strategic measure to achieve that objective. 
 
The DLR must identify the EEE parts need of the German space industry and promote the qualification of 
suitable parts from German parts manufacturers. A task that must be co-ordinated with similar activities in 
other European countries. That means Tesat-Spacecom, acting on behalf of DLR, interfaces to both the 
German equipment manufacturers and the German EEE parts manufacturers. 
 
For the German EEE parts manufacturers, Tesat administrates, co-ordinates and controls the ESCC parts 
qualification activities. Activities that include: 

- Identification of possible products and manufacturers 
- Presentation of sales opportunities to the manufacturers 
- Explanation of the qualification process 
- Manufacturer control and surveillance 
- Support of the manufacturers during qualification activities  

 
For the German space equipment manufacturers (the users of EEE 
parts) Tesat-Spacecom acts as their point of contact for any EEE parts 
issues. A system of regular data exchange which started with individual 
meetings or telephone conferences with most of the manufacturers has 
been established. Now, contacts are maintained using 

- Regular user platform meetings, at least once per year 
- A newsletter which is distributed every three months 
- An Internet website with protected user access 
- A database with assessments of commercial parts for space 

applications 
 
In addition to these activities, Tesat-Spacecom represents the DLR in several ESCC committees, especially 
in the working groups of the CTB (Components Technology Board) and advises the DLR on parts issues for 
their projects. 
 
Both, the DLR and Tesat-Spacecom believe that this co-operation is of great benefit to the European and 
German space industry and will improve the availability of qualified parts from German parts manufacturers.  


